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Cultural anthropologist Margaret 
Mead once said “never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world; indeed, it’s the only 
thing that ever has.”  

Fifty years ago, not many would have 
imagined that an old abandoned school-
house in Greendale Township, would one 
day become the West Midland Family 
Center (WMFC).  Today, because of a 
group of caring and like-minded citizens 
who lived on the outskirts of town at the 
time, WMFC stands as a testimony that 
Margaret Mead’s words ring true for 
those in rural West Midland County. 

In 1974, the old schoolhouse, which 
sat on the corner of M-20 and Alamando 
Roads, was used as a gathering place for 
local teens until Phyllis Breedlove, first 

Director of the West Midland County 
Community Center, suggested that pro-
gramming be expanded to include those   
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We mourn the passing in 2024 of two 
key members of our Dow College 
Opportunity Program, (COP) Frank 
Popoff and Gene Wejrowski.  

In 1989, the original idea for Dow to 
sponsor a college opportunity program for 
first-generation college students was 
Dow’s Corporate Contributions Officer 
Charles (Chuck) Infante’s, but it was 
Dow’s Chief Executive Officer, Frank 
Popoff that gave the green light to make it 
a reality.  However, Frank wasn’t content 
to simply hear reports of activity. He and 
Jean (his wife) attended COP graduation 
ceremonies when their schedules 
permitted and asked about previous stu-
dent members by name. When Dow 
would auction its surplus equipment and 

computers, Frank made sure proceeds 
were donated to the Dow College 
Opportunity Program at West Midland 
Family Center.  That fund now stands at 
$1.3 million and typically supports about 
80% of the annual program costs.  Frank 
and Jean have been personally supportive 
around Christmas time every year for the 
last 30+ years.  

Throughout his professional career, 
Gene Werjowski was a Project Manager/
Engineer,  just one of the many “hats” he 
wore  at Dow.   Although, around WMFC, 
he’s best known as Chairman of the Dow 
COP Committee for 25 years.  He devel-
oped an Olympics of the Mind Activity,  
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In This Issue
 Five Combine to Deliver the Goods!  

$92,000 Raised for Refrigerated Box Truck 
Collaboration is the name of the game 
for West Midland Family Center 
(WMFC) because collaboration always 
creates a win-win scenario for the people 
we serve.  
  
The pandemic shed light on the multi-
tude of economic pressures of so many 
in the West Midland Community and 
beyond. This need, paired with policies 
implemented by food distributors  
mandating the proper cold storage of 
items donated for community distribu-
tion, led to the obvious need for a truck.  
 
Grant awards totaling $92,000 from the 
Midland Area Community Foundation, 
Midland County Youth Action Council 
(MCYAC), Midland 100 Club         

Members, Hemlock Semiconductor and 
WMFC, were used to purchase the much 
needed 12-foot refrigerated box 
truck.  The box truck food storage area 
has since proved to be multifunctional as 
a freezer, a cooler and as a non cooled 
storage area.  The purchase of the  
refrigerated box truck enables WMFC 
and partner organizations to facilitate 
community surplus food distributions, 
giving easy access to nutritious food for 
residents. The project has helped allevi-
ate hunger and stress for those in need.  
  
For many years, WMFC has partnered 
with the Midland County Emergency 
Food Pantry Network  (EFPN) to  
provide food to the community,         
originally averaging one surplus food              

distribution per year and        
expanding from there. 
Late in 2019, the United 
Way of Midland County 
joined the effort setting 
an aggressive goal of 
providing one surplus 
food distribution per 
month for 2020. Then, in 
2020 with a pandemic 
and local flooding, 
WMFC partnered with 
additional organizations 
to coordinate surplus 
food trucks throughout 
the county thus ensuring 
food for thousands of 
individuals in need.  
Together these organiza-
tions along with individ-

uals from differing  
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WMFC Sta�er Mike Sobolewski uses the hydraulic lift  
gate to unload a pallet of food donated by C OSTCO  
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of all ages.  Phyllis’ idea took off and 
it wasn’t long before she and others in 
the community began working togeth-
er to transform the Center into a place 
where all could gather and participate 
in wholesome family building activi-
ties.   
     Over the next 15 years, the Center 
would become a safe haven for many.  
As a result, the community would 
outgrow the small schoolhouse as 
much needed services such as child-
care, assistance for seniors, and 
services for families were added. 
     In 1989, a new building would 
replace the original schoolhouse and 
as the Center continued to thrive and 
grow other projects were taken on and 
completed. In 1993, the Arbury-
Breedlove Memorial Garden began to 
bloom.  In 1995, the modular behind 
the Center was added. In 2001, a 
building expansion including an out-
door pool was completed and then in 
2017 the facility was expanded again 
with the addition a preschool 
classroom wing, a bowling center and 

a transportation garage. Finally, in 
2023 WMFC would grow in a way as 
never before with the acquisition of 
the West Midland Food and Clothing 
Depot.  
     To celebrate West Midland’s his-
toric milestone, WMFC is hosting the 
50th Golden Celebration this summer. 

Live music, food, swimming, games 
and activities for all ages will show-
case the amazing facilities and 
grounds WMFC has to offer the 
community. Please mark your calen-
dars and join us on Thursday, July 
25th when we celebrate 50 years of 
thriving, giving and growing together.  

WMFC Celebrates 50 Years of  Thriving, Giving and Growing ...continued from page 1 

The former Greendale School #4 served well as the Center from 1974-1989. 

which was an event student families’ 
looked forward to attending annually, 
(it was  designed to let every family 
member showcase their unique and 

valuable knowledge, while shining in 
the process).                                                    

Indeed, he took a personal inter-
est in working with the first four 
Program Directors’ to plan activities 
that are still a staple of the core part 
of our program today (service learn-
ing, career exploration, college cam-
pus visitation, summer adventure).  

These men had a number of over-
lapping traits:  they genuinely liked 
being around others, they made 
people comfortable through humor, 
they believed we are caretakers of the 
earth and that we all need to learn to 
live more sustainably. Over the 
course of their lives, it seems both 
men expressed pride and satisfaction 
in the Dow College Opportunity Pro-
gram. As such, their family members 
were prompted to  make mention of 
COP in their obituaries, once again 
helping first-generation college stu-
dents. Your dedication and enduring 

support has not gone unnoticed, gen-
tlemen. We will miss you both, Frank 
and Gene.  

Key Figures from Dow College Opportunity Program Mourned...continued from  page 1 

Gene Wejrowski Frank Popoff 
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Financial Donors (January 1, 2023 thru March 15, 2024)

To the best of our knowledge, this listing is accurate as of publication. However…if you find you
have been erroneously added to our list of 49 anonymous donors, please contact us!

Anonymous Donations Received from  
49 People (Some given In Honor/
Memory of)  

 - In memory of John E Binkley
 - In memory of Martha Bottomley
 - In memory of Bill Bowen
 - In memory of Deborah Cain
 - In memory of Thomas Cartmill 
 - In memory of Tom Darger
 - In memory of Peter Dollard
 - In memory of Gene Engle
 - In memory of Amy Green
 - In memory of Janet Kowalski
 - In memory of Ray & Jean Ohle
 - In memory of Frank Popoff
 - In honor of Carolyn Rowe
 - In honor of Earl Soules
 - In memory of Lilly Stanley
 - In honor of George & Judy Vogel
 - In memory of Roland Weaver
 - In memory of Gene Wejrowski
 - In honor of Eugene & Mildred Yehle

A
Frank & Gretchen Aerstin
Rick & Donna Jo Aiken 
Melanie Allan 
 - In memory of Amy Green
Bob & LeeAnn Allbee
Arnold & Terrie Allemang
 - In memory of Frank Popoff
David Alsgaard & Kelly Busse
 - In memory of Mair Alsgaard
Andrew & Rebecca Anderson
 - In memory of Tom Darger
Joell Anthony
Todd & Cindy Armbruster
 - In memory of Tom Darger
 - In honor of Debra Armbruster & 

Richard Fromm 
Alicia Asadorian 

B   
Mike & Susan Babinec
Lynn Baker
Melissa Barnard & Rick White
Dave & Marcia Barstow
John & Sandy Bartos
Badger & Julie Beall
 - In memory of Tom Darger
Jim & Lori Belanger
Stuart Bender 
Jeffrey & Laura Bennett 
Ann Pillepich Bieneman
 - In memory of Tom Darger

Matthew Bishop 
Eric Blackhurst 
Blessed Sacrament Parish
Sally Bowen
 - In memory of Bill Bowen
Jane Bradley
 - In memory of Paul Heil 
 - In memory of Greg Janoch
Martha Briggs
Mike & Vicki Briggs
J Dee & Elaine Brooks
 - In memory of Lee & Suzanne Brooks
 - In memory of Tom Darger
Ralph & Kris Brozzo
Sally Brozzo
 - In memory of Jim Brozzo
Brubaker’s Plumbing, Heating & Air 

Conditioning, Inc
 - In memory of Amy Green
Gregory & Cynthia Buchanan
 - In memory of Nicholas Orvosh
Joy Buchanan
Bullock Creek Education Association
Charles & Pamela Bunting 
 - In memory of Phyllis Breedlove 
Linda Burgert    
 - In memory of Frank Popoff
Gerald Burkett 
 - In memory of Ellen Burkett
Dale & Rose Burleson
Noel & Karen Bush
Rose  Bush
 - In memory of Bill Summers

C
Hal & Dottie Canfield
Mr. & Mrs. Carbone
 - In memory of Frank Popoff
Todd & Paula Carr
 - In memory of Gene Wejrowski 
Dick & Cindy Cartmill
 - In memory of Thomas Cartmill 
Case Systems & BOSTONtec
Terrance & Joan Cashin 
 - In memory of Amy Green
Chippewa Auto 
 - In memory of Gene Wejrowski 
Stuart & Mary Choate 
Tai-Sam Choo
 - In memory of Thomas Cartmill
Jo Clarke
Robert & Carole Coffield 
 - In memory of Gene Wejrowski
Kevin & Cheryl Collins
 - In memory of Tom Darger

Carl Coons
Dan & Jan Cronkright
Dave & Robin Cronkright
Mary Currie

D
D & R Floor Covering
 - In memory Norma Julian
Michael Darger 
 - In memory of Tom Darger
Marilyn Datte
 - In honor of Stephanie Varner
Jay & Cheryl Dauer
 - In memory of Gene & Diane Dauer
Alan David
Amy Davidson 
 - In memory of Thomas Cartmill 
Stuart & Shea Davidson
John & Nancy Davis
Judy Dean
Diane DeMott & Sandy Smalley
 - In memory of Amy Green
Kenneth & Joan Desloover
Pat & Nancy Devereaux 
 - In memory of Roy & Elsie Devereaux
Greg Dickson & Susan Hearn
The Doan Family Foundation
Ben & Kelly Dollard
 - In memory of Peter Dollard
Norm & Maureen Donker
Greg & Robyn Dorrien
 - In memory of Bill Bowen
 - In memory of Thomas Cartmill
 - In memory of Tom Darger
 - In memory of Amy Green
 - In memory of Larry Hale
 - In memory of Larry Jacobs
 - In memory of Greg Janoch
 - In memory of Frank Popoff
 - In memory of Gene Wejrowski 
Ginny Dorrien  
 - In memory of Andy Dorrien & Jack 

Dorrien
Joe & Stacy Dostal
Lori Dostal
Robert & Mary Ann Dostal
 - In memory of Frank Popoff
Peter & Jan Doty
The Alden & Vada Dow Family Foundation
Dow Great Lakes Bay Invitational 
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow 

Foundation
Joe & Patricia Downey
Richard & Patricia Dumler
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E
Tad & June Eastman
 - In memory of Arlene & Lawrence Varner
Sandy Engle
 - In memory of Gene Engle
 - In memory of Amy Green
Bill Eyre  

F   
Fabiano Brothers, Inc 
Elaine Fabinski 
 - In memory of Amy Green
Janet Feltman 
Richard & Christine Ferrando
William & Phyllis Ferris 
Maxine Fetters & Diann Bunting
 - In memory of Gene Wejrowski
Dennis Finken 
Eileen Finzel 
First United Methodist Church
Liz Fisher
 - In honor of Ellie McMenemy
Larry & Dianne Fleming
Cassie Foley 
 - In memory of Rick Foley
Bill & Kathy Fothergill
Gary Francis & Kathy Breedlove-Francis
Frankenmuth Insurance Foundation
Brian & Lynette Frankovich
Betsy Fronk 
 - In memory of Cathy Ring
Brian & Penny Fry 
 - In memory of Gene Wejrowski 
Dick & Sarah Furlow

G
Doug & Pam Gandy
Gap Foundation 
Charles & Sherri Gartner 
Rollin M Gerstacker Foundation
Clay & Dana Gibbs
Linda Gifford 
Peg Gilstad
 - In memory of Tom Gilstad
Cal & Marilyn Goeders
Mark & Alison Goethe
Chris & Marj Goralski
John & Mary Gorte
Mary Grabmeyer 
Great Lakes Garden Club 
Bob Green
 - In memory of Amy Green
Jason Green
Randy & Melissa Grew
 - In memory of Gene Wejrowski

Don & Beth Grubb
 - In memory of Mary Miller

H
Scott Haines & Barbara Yeo-Haines
 - In memory of Tom Darger
Kim Hale
 - In memory of Kay & Lawrence Hale
Dave & Anne Halls
Joyce Halstead 
 - In honor of Beth Wellman
Christopher & Tammy Hamilton 
Don Hammond
Jim Hampton 
 - In memory of Shirlee Hampton 
Al & Mary Ann Hanus
Sara Harper
Susan Harris
Gilbert Harter
Mike & Debbie  Hayes
Tammy Hayhoe 
 - In honor of Carl Coons 
Paula Headbloom 
Bill Heeschen and Judy Gunderson
EJ Herst & Jill Derry 
Kirk & Jan Hewlett 
 - In memory of Amy Green
 - In memory of Frank Popoff
Martin & Michelle Hill
 - In memory of Tom Darger
James Hohman
Marty & Laura Hollenbeck
 - In honor of Greg Dorrien
Holy Family Episcopal Church
Homer United Methodist Church
Horizon Bank
Jon & Marilyn Horton
 - In memory of Joyce & Merritt Meeks
Susan Hoshaw
Ken, Julia, Sean, Nick & Nat Hozak
Richard & Patricia Humburg
Jim & Glorian Hummel
 - In memory of Alice & Richard Hummel
Arnold & Betty Huntress 

J
Carol Jackson 
Doug & Lori Jackson
 - In honor of Roy Goethe
Sherry Jacobs 
Johnson Investments
Bob & Janet Johnson
Cheryl Johnson 
Lynne Johnson

K
Phil & Sharon Kalina
Karl Kamena
Kevin & Mary Kane
Roger & Liz Kapla
Bob & Mary Kasprzyk
Kevin & Jenny Kendrick 
Peggy Kernstock 
Rev Charles & Della Keyworth
 - In honor of Delaney & Gretta Toner
Shannon Killinger
Rod & Ruth Kitzmiller
Kiwassee Kiwanis 
Midland Kiwanis Foundation
Paul & Mary Knapp Jr
Jeff & Linda Kosch
Mary Ann Kovacevich
 - In memory of Thomas Cartmill
Jim & Peggy Kowalski 
Torsten & Andrea Kraef
Brian & Jean Krause
Marjorie Krueger
 - In memory of Thomas Cartmill 
Randy Kursinsky 

L
Jim & Sue LaBean
 - In memory of Gene Wejrowski 
Jane Lacher
Norm & Diane Lake
Daryl Landis
 - In memory of Carol Ann Landis 
Linda Langrill 
 - In memory of Gene Wejrowski 
Mark & Renee Larsen
Don & Phyllis Lee
Joe & Karen Lehman
Vicki Leigeb
 - In memory of Thomas Cartmill 
William & Kathleen LeVasseur
 - In memory of Gene Wejrowski 
Levinson Family Charitable Fund
Donald Liles & Pat Scaduto
Robert & Kay Lookingbill 
 - In honor of George & Judy Vogel
Rick Loose
Ed & Jodi Loubert
Carl & Sheree Lovell
LPL Financial
 - In memory of Frank Popoff
The Ludington Family Foundation
 - In memory of Tom Darger
Elizabeth & Keith Lumbert
Ted & Kay Lunt
Belinda Lyons
 - In memory of Jeff Lyons
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M
Scott Marquiss & Karen Muehlfelt
 - In memory of Ken & Betty Marquiss
Pat Marsh
Carol Matthews 
 - In memory of Thomas Cartmill
Rev Wally & Lindsay Mayton
 - In memory of Bill Bowen
 - In memory of Tom Darger
 - In memory of Frank Popoff
McCann Property Management LLC
Bill & Kathy McDonald
Chuck McDonald 
 - In memory of Phyllis McDonald 
Judith S McDowell
Nancy McGilliard
Phyllis McGinnis 
 - In memory of Frank Popoff
John & Rosanne McGown 
Marty & Janet McGuire
Nicholas & Samantha McKenzie
 - In memory of Amy Green
James McNutt 
Fred & Susan Meath
 - In memory of Jeff Bartlett & Tom 

Dostal
Don & Jackie Medema 
Bernie Meister 
 - In memory of Jan Meister
Memorial Presbyterian Church
Memorial Presbyterian Church 

Presbyterian Women
 - In memory of Cathy Ring
Matt Metcalf
David Midkiff & Alison Beatty
Midland Area Community Foundation
Midland Berryhill Baseball, Inc
Midland Civitan Club
Elizabeth Miller 
 - In honor of Jan Hewlett
Jon Miller
 - In memory of Tom Darger
Laura Miller
Sharon Miller
Bruce Miller
Dave & Jane Millhisler
Thomas & Elsie Misner
Linda Mogg 
David & Marcelle Molzahn
Bob Monica
 - In memory of Frank Popoff
Terry & Carleen Moore
 - In memory of Bill Bowen
Ruth Morey
 - In honor of Dave & Sue Bass

Rob & Sharon Mortensen 
Mt Pleasant Jaycees
Craig & Pam Murchison
Danny & Mary Myers
MyMichigan Health

N
Mary Neely 
Jerry & Margo  Nielsen
 - In memory of Tom Darger
Larry & Selena Noble
Karl & Diane Nold
Chuck Norisez 
John & Julie Nosal
Bob & Cherie Nowak
 - In honor of Jim Burlingame

O
Tom & Mary Olen
Bruce & Roberta Oliver 
Alan & Julie Oman
 - In memory of Tom Darger
Heather Oonk
 - In memory of Alice Oonk
Optimist Club Of Gratiot County
Optimist Club of Mt Pleasant
Jean Ott
Linda Owen
 - In memory of Tom Darger
Michael & Chris Owen
 - In memory of Tom Darger

P
Betty Pankey
Dave & Anne Pankratz
Greg & Sharlene Parish
Dan & Marge Parker
Dave and Christine Parrillo
Barbara Pauli
Alan & Lori Paulsen
Ken & Gina Pederson
Tom & Margaret Peters 
Bill & Kathleen Pike
Maureen Pillepich
 - In memory of Marge & Tom Darger
David Pioch
Steve & Tracey Poole
Frank & Jean Popoff
John & Diane Popp
Wendy Porterfield
 - In memory of Larry Jacobs
Ashley Potts
 - In memory of Frank Popoff
Bev Przystas
 - In memory of Thomas Cartmill

R
Helen Rabbage
 - In memory of Ronald Rabbage
Ken Randall
Alex & Ashley Rapanos
Dave & Patty Rapanos
Judy Rapanos
 - In memory of John Rapanos
 - In honor of Samantha Rapanos 
Mark & Kim Rapanos
Mike Rapanos
Steve & Jen Rapanos
 - In honor of  John & Judy Rapanos
Andy & Donna Rapp
 - In honor of Rev Wally Mayton
Rich Rausch
Bill Reder
Gregg & Mary Reitz
David & Donna Richards
Judy  Richardson
David Rick
Ronald & Jeanne Ridley
 - In memory of Amy Green
Frank & Ellen Riggle
Mary Ringey
Ron & Darla Rippee
Todd & Julie Rivard
Tad Roberson
 - In memory of Sally Jean Roberson
Ed & Elyse Rogers
Joan Rogers
 - In memory of Joseph E Rogers
David & Libby Romenesko 
Rotary Club of Midland Morning
Midland Rotary Foundation
Pat & Gordon Roush

S
George & Jeanne Schaller
 - In memory of Tom Darger
Bill & Beth Schmidt
 - In memory of Bill Bowen
Marion Schmitt 
 - In memory of Tom Darger
Ann Schmitz & James Woehrle
Larry & Ellie Schroeder
Bill & Cynthia Schuette
 - In memory of Tom Darger
Stewart & Katharine Scott
 - In memory of Amy Green
Pat Seibert
Servinski Sod Service, Inc



Financial Donors (January 1, 2023 thru March 15, 2024)

To the best of our knowledge, this listing is accurate as of publication. However…if you find you
have been erroneously added to our list of 49 anonymous donors, please contact us!

6

The following people have included 
WMFC in their estate plan (will, life in-
surance or living trust) or have already 
fulfilled their Legacy Society gift.

Orrin & Eleanor Barrett*
Jim Burlingame*

Helen (Kennedy) Burns*
Carl Coons

Michael & Nina Cronenberger
Greg & Robyn Dorrien

Robert & Mary Ann Dostal
Virginia Harlow*

Kenneth E. Livernois*
Bernie Meister
V. Bruce Miller

Sheriff John S. Reder*
Edward & Elyse Rogers

Diane & Robert Tomczak
Win Zacharias*

Other Anonymous Donors
*Deceased

Bernie & Lorie Servinski
 - In memory of Ken Kessler
 - In memory of Agnes Kowal
 - In memory of Dick Ratell
 - In memory of Sherry Ratell
 - In memory of Linda Schearer
 - In memory of Gene & Kay Hale
 - In memory of Myrna Servinski
Kevin & Mary Shaughnessy
 - In memory of Tom Darger
Arthur Smith
 - In memory of Tom Darger
Barbara Smith
 - In memory of Amy Green
 - In memory of Randy Wells
Doyle & Sue Smith
 - In memory of Thomas Cartmill
Snow Machines Inc
Earl & Marilyn  Soules
South Lyon Live 
 - In memory of Thomas Cartmill 
David Sovereen & Marcelo Flores 
 - In honor of Barbara Prince Sovereen
Nancy Stark
Mike & Linda Stein
 - In memory of Tom Darger
John & Leslie Stern
 - In memory of Gene Wejrowski 
Jamie & Jennifer Stopka 
 - In memory of Josh Freeland
The Charles J Strosacker Foundation
Thomas & Vicki Strouse 
Sally Ann Sutton 
Roger & Kristine Szeszulski

T
Thayre & Katie Talcott 
 - In memory of Bill Bowen
Jo Ann Tanzini
 - In memory of Ed Tanzini
Louise Tarn
Beth Taylor
Donald & Eileen Taylor 
Nelson & Jess TerBurgh 
 - In memory of Alexandria TerBurgh
Bruce & Rose Thill
Ron Thompson
 - In memory of Peter Dollard
Ronald & Donna Thomson 
Tom & Amy Tolton
Bill & Lora Tower

Philip & Sharon Tower
Duane & Terry Townley
Ida Traschen 
 - In honor of Jesse Traschen
Michael & Jennifer Trippeer

V
Tina VanDam
 - In memory of Frank Popoff
Warren & Jennifer Van Every
 - In memory of Amy Green
Charli VanOrden 
 - In memory of Don Van Orden 
 - In memory of John & Ranny Riecker
Mark & Leigh Anne VanSumeren 
Jeff & Carol Varner
 - In memory of Thomas Cartmill
Zachary & Stephanie Varner
 - In memory of Amy Green
Dave & Jodi Vercellino
Isabel Viges 
 - In memory of Enza Lee Viges
Julie Vogel & Michael Blanar
 - In honor of George & Judy Vogel
Gary Vogel
 - In honor of George & Judy Vogel
George & Judy Vogel

W
Jeff & Kay Wagner
Joel Wagoner
Dan & Gwen Wamhoff
Cheryl Weeks-Rosten
Lynn & Sandy Weimer
 - In memory of Gene Wejrowski 
Steve Wildes
Katherine Williams Pellegrom
Jo Ann Winchester
Judy Wirtz 
 - In memory of Lyle & Pat Burch
Bob & Mary Ann Wise
Woxi Inc
 - In memory of Amy Green
LaVern & June Wyse
 - In memory of Andrew Copus

Y
Mani & Sundara Yadam
Richard & Mary Yehle
 - In honor of Eugene & Mildred Yehle
David & Jeanne Yost
Duke Yost
David & Laura Young

Z
Cynthia Zacharias
 - In memory of Win Zacharias
John & Pat Zimmerman
 - In memory of Frank Popoff   
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Pickleball Fever Hits West Midland Family Center Community 
According to the Association of 

Pickleball Professionals (Aug 31, 
2023), pickleball is now the fastest-
growing sport in the nation for the fifth 
consecutive year in a row, with 48.3 
million U.S. adults (19% of the adult 
population) having played at least one 
game in the last 12 months. Pickleball’s 
popularity has skyrocketed due to its 
accessibility, inclusive environment, 
health benefits, endless opportunities 
for fun and social interaction, and the 
fact that players of all abilities and fit-
ness levels can play the game. Given its 
immense popularity, it’s hard to believe 
pickleball is not yet an Olympic sport. 

Pickleball is not really a new game. 
It was actually invented in 1965 by Joel 
Pritchard, Bill Bell, and Barney 
McCallum who lived in Bainbridge Is-
land, Washington. The three fathers 
were looking for a way to keep their 
children entertained during the long, 
hot summer days.  Unable the find 
shuttlecocks to play badminton, the 
men put on their thinking caps and in-
vented a new game using equipment 
they made from items lying around the 
house, and rules they created from 
combining tennis, badminton, and table 
tennis rules.  

Despite its name, pickleball has 
nothing to do with pickles. There are 
different stories as to how the game got 
its name, but most say the name came 
from Pickles, the Pritchard Family 

cocker spaniel, who would chase the 
balls and run off with them during the 
game.  Regardless of how the game got 
its name, no one can argue the fact that 
pickleball is now the fastest growing 
sport worldwide and its popularity at 
West Midland Family Center (WMFC) 
is no exception. 

“We started playing pickleball here 
at West Midland because the ladies that 
attend our Zumba classes were interest-
ed in it,” explained WMFC Recreation 
Director Chelsea Wall. “The word got 
out and pickleball took off.  It’s now 
one of our fastest growing recreation 
programs.” 

“It wasn’t long before it started get-
ting really crowded on the courts,” 
shared Wall. “To keep up with the de-
mand, we increased the number of 
courts, purchased additional equipment 
and started offering more times and 
days when people can come in and 
play.” 

“The Greendale Senior Center has 
even added pickleball to its list of activ-
ities for Wednesdays and Fridays,” 
shared Wall. “Our seniors come in 
around noon to 
hang out with 
friends and have 
lunch,  then they 
walk over to the 
gym to  play pick-
leball.”  

Some have 
become so enam-
ored with pickle-
ball that they claim 
to be addicted to the game. 

“I’m a pickleball addict,” laughed 
long time WMFC Employee Renee 
Allen. “I play anywhere from three to 
five times a week.  It’s easy to get ad-
dicted to pickleball because it’s fun, 
challenging and you meet a lot of 
friendly people on the courts,” ex-
plained Allen. “Pickleball provides a 
great workout, improves hand-eye   co-
ordination, and helps with balance and 
agility while enabling you to mingle 
with people from all different back-

grounds and generations.  99% of 
the new friendships I’ve made in 
recent years are with people I’ve 
met on the pickleball court,” con-
cluded Allen. 
     As pickleball continues to 
grow in popularity, so will the 
pickleball program at West Mid-
land.   
     “We are looking at adding  
courts in our second gym,” 
shared Wall. “For now, we invite 
people to come to WMFC and 
see what all the buzz surrounding 
pickleball is about,” concluded 
Wall. “And don’t be surprised if 
you catch the fever and get 
hooked.”  Mark Murray and  James Bujalski battle hard against the team of Shannon Smith and Laura Sian. 

In pickleball, if a team does not score at least one point in the game, they are said to be “pickled.”  

Kenneth Henderson returns a hard serve during 
a recent indoor pickleball game at WMFC. 

Chelsea Wall 
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The 2024 WMFC Board of Directors 
would like to welcome two new directors 
while wishing two long time favorites adieu.  

The first new member is 
Mike Rapanos, a native 
Midlander, a real estate 
developer and owner of 
Midland Building Compa-
ny, but many people know 
of him through one of his 
many sporting passions that 
have included softball, soc-
cer, basketball, hockey, 
golfing, fishing, hunting, 
boating …and once he com-
pleted a marathon on a spur of the moment 
dare wearing brand new shoes (OUCH!) and 

zero training. 
The second, Kathryn Tate 
moved to Midland with 
her husband Michael  in 
2008.  They have two chil-
dren, Sam (14) and Aaron 
(11), who are currently en-
rolled at Northeast Middle 
School. Kathryn has been 
the Director of the Legacy 
Center for Community 
Success since 2019. The 
Legacy Center empowers 
youth and families to 

thrive through one-on-one tutoring, positive 
youth development, and substance use preven-
tion. When Kathryn isn’t working, you’ll 
probably find her on the sidelines of a soccer 
game or a robotics competition. In addition, 
she claims to be an intense quilter when she 
slips away twice a year for three days at a time 
(for the last five years), but her two completed 
quilts is evidence to us she enjoys talking quilt-
ing with her friends even more.  

Unfortunately, with every “hello” often 
comes a “goodbye”.  After six years of service 
we say goodbye to Board President Ben 
Dollard, (Ameriprise Financial Services) and 
Board Treasurer Brooke VanderKelen (SMI 
Snow Makers), both of whom have brought so 
much knowledge, and given so much time and 
treasure, to our organization.  Thank you both 
for sharing and caring these many years!  
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 If you’d rather receive a digital copy of 
the Family Focus instead of this paper 
copy, please send your name and email 

address to Renee Allen, Publisher at  
allenr@wmfc.org with a note in  

the subject line: “Digital Copy Please” 

Hello and Goodbye to WMFC Board Members 

Ben Dollard Kathryn Tate Brooke VanderKelen  

Mike Rapanos 


