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Does one sing Happy Birthday to a

club? Maybe not. However, celebration
is certainly in order when that club has
its 100th year to commemorate, so that
happened. On July 25, 2021 West Mid-
land Family Center (WMFC) played
host as the venerable Kiwanis Club of
Midland (KCM) celebrated its 100th
anniversary. Upon its establishment in
July of 1921, Kiwanis Club of Midland
was the 548th club to become part of
Kiwanis International. Now in 2021,
the Kiwanis Club of Midland is still go-
ing strong and making a difference in
our community.
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The organization’s focus is on improv-
ing the quality of life in the community
with an emphasis on the children. That
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Kiwanis Club of Midland members (L-R) John Anderson,
Bart Buechner and Frank Aerstin entertain the crowd of 80 well

WMFC Hosts 100th Birthday Party for the
Kiwanis Club of Midland

legacy is evident in the club’s invest-
ments in Camp Neyati, Midland High
School Key Club, Northwood Universi-
ty Circle K, mini-grants to elementary
schools in Midland County, Playground
Builders and WMFC early childhood
programs.

In honor of KCM’s contributions to
WMEFC, the evening began with a tour
of WMFC’s most recent addition. The
tour was provided to shine a light on the
spaces that have benefitted through
KCM’s generosity. This included: pre-
school classrooms, the two-lane bowling
ally and multi-purpose rooms. The KCM
has donated children’s raincoats and
boots, playground equipment and has
funded preschool scholarships since

et g 2012. All are integral
" to children’s well-
., being and enhance
% the possibility of
¢ child success. Ac-
cording to Greg Dor-
{ rien, WMFC Execu-
tive Director, “Time
spent outside is an
: { important feature of

- learning, so regard-
2 ® less of weather, we
Wstrive to get children
g outdoors daily. With-
- out the rain gear do-
-nated by KCM there
/are definitely chil-
dren who would not
have appropriate out-
" erwear to join in the
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wishers at the Kiwanis Club of Midland’s 100th Birthday celebration.




WMFC Aquatic Staff Celebrates Record Breaking 2 Ist Summer

Much to the delight of West Mid-
land Family Center (WMFC) fami-
lies, after being closed in 2020 be-
cause of the pandemic, the WMFC
swimming pool was open for busi-
ness this summer providing expand-
ed hours for open swim sessions. As
a result, the WMFC pool surpassed
all open swim attendance numbers
of previously summers.

“It was a successful summer on
many fronts,” shared Renee Allen,
WMFC Aquatic Director. “After a
summer of no pool it was great news
to the community and our aquatic
staff when we got the green light to
open the pool this summer. As
aquatic facilities across the country
struggled to find lifeguards because
of a 2-year nationwide lifeguard
shortage, WMFC was pleased to
return our entire staff from 2019,”
continued Allen. “Our aquatic staff
is fully committed to WMFC and the
families in our community.
They don’t want to work
anywhere else.”

“Our maintenance staff got a -
heads up and preordered our ez
chlorine in January. This al-
lowed us to remain open when
facilities across the Unite
States were either having to
close, or having to limit their
hours, as a result of a nation-
wide chlorine shortage,” shared §
Allen. “In addition to breaking &
attendance records, we also|
completed our 21 summer of
ZERO life-threatening emer-

gencies at the pool. That stat is J48 g f"',

the result of our vigilant life-

guard staff who takes safety K

seriously and enforces our pool &%
rules to keep everyone safe. I
would be surprised if any aquat-
ic facility in the country can
match that statistic. All said,
we had a very successful sum-
mer,” concluded Allen.

In a new twist this summer, the
WMFC Aquatic Staff held a weekly
prize drawing for visiting swimmers.
Every time a swimmer came to the
pool they were given a Swim to Win
Prize Drawing Entry Blank to com-
plete and drop into the magic fish
bowl, located at the WMFC Wel-
come Center. Three prize winners
were chosen each week.

Later in the summer when COVID
restrictions lifted making it safe to
do so, the aquatic staff hosted a few
special events. In July and August
the WMFC Preschool Department
hosted free swim nights for families
of preschoolers to  showcase
WMFC’s highly successful pre-

school program. Families of pre-
schoolers were given free admission
into the pool and lawn games were
set up on the pool deck. Missy Fin-
ney, WMFC Preschool Enrollment
Specialist, was on hand to answer

2

questions and share information on
WMFC preschool offerings. As
families left the event, they were
given prize bags, snacks and drinks.
The August preschool event broke a
record for the most swimmers at the
pool for any one day during the sum-
mer of 2021!

On August 11, 2021 WMFC kicked
off the first WMFC Recreation
Family Night of the year by hosting
a party at the pool. Families swam,
played lawn games and took part in
prize drawings. WMFC Lifeguards
grilled up hotdogs and burgers to
add to an incredible buffet filled
with delicious foods that fed all in
attendance. It was a great way to
kick off the 2021 Recreation Family
Night Schedule! For more infor-
mation about upcoming Recreation
Family Nights please contact
WMFC Recreation Director,
Chelsea Davis at 989-832-3256.

o

Families enjoying WMFC’s warm, shallow, family friendly pool this summer.



WMFC Supports Families Year Round...Year After Year

Almost nothing is more precious
than a young child’s introduction to
school. The wonder and anticipation
with which children approach learn-
ing and experience new things is
heartwarming. Every fall, WMFC
teaching staff are privileged to wel-
come fresh-faced little children, ea-
ger to jump into their role of student.
WMFC Preschool classrooms are
ideal to nurture that transition. The
unique thing about WMFC Pre-
school is that not only do our teach-
ers welcome the children, they wel-
come the entire family. One such
family is the Sanders family. Over
the years, Jazalyn and Paul Sand-
er’s three children have attended
WMFC preschool. Jazalyn Sanders
shared some thoughts about her fam-
ily’s participation.

The

Sanders children, Monica,

Tucker and Mia will all be attend-
ing Floyd Elementary this fall. Ac-
cording to Jazalyn, “Each is thriving

Each year families make something together to represent their
family and remind them of their camp experience.

in their own way.
They are well-
established, en-
gaged and highly
curious. Mia is
shy in part due to
speech challeng-.’?
es.

A referral from
WMFC 3’s Pre-,
school Teacher,
Julie Smith,
resulted in Mia
receiving speech
services in her 3's
class and will 2
continue to ac-' 4
cess that service W% i1
in her 4’s pre-+
school classroom

at Floyd
Elementary.

“Mia still talks about Ms. Julie and
all she learned,” continued Jazalyn.
=8 “My kids all bene-
i fited from WMFC
preschool, they
love school and I
think that’s in part
because they began
= | their schooling at
¢ | = WMFC.”

Jazalyn has seen
valuable behavior-
al changes in her
A children as a result
= of attending
§ WMFC Preschool,
1 g8 “They know how
Eto  calm  them-
selves. They have
learned to get a
book, sit quietly in
a corner and do
relaxation breath-
ing. Our home is
much calmer now.

when the kids are

3

The Sandets [amz]y decorated masks for Trick or Treat at family camp.

hollering because they are having
fun,” continued Jazalyn. “In Parent
Education, I learned my children’s
love languages and that children’s
learning develops in stages. Their
emotions speak to their needs.” This
summer, the Sanders family had a
blast at WMFC’s Family Camp Ne-
yati

“My husband works from sun-up to
sun-down so he misses occasions to
be with the kids. Being at camp was
wonderful for our family. Paul had
time to play with and enjoy the kids.
I saw his heart just melt with happi-
ness. This has prompted Paul to take
every opportunity to engage with the
children. Now when he gets home
from work, if the children are still
up, he runs around playing with
them. They have so much fun,
laughing and laughing,” concluded
Jazalyn. “We will definitely partici-
pate in WMFC programs as long as
we can. [ want to continue being a
part of this community and encour-
age everyone else to do the same!”
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This year WMFC families had a special
visitor during “Christmas in July”
at WMFC Family Camp Neyati.
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Metcalf Happy to Serve

Matt Metcalf joined the
WMFC Board of Direc-
tors in 2019. He is a
Senior Managing Coun- |
sel at Dow, where he is
the leader of Dow’s Op-
erations, Regulatory & =
North  America legal |
group. Matt is a member
of Dow’s Legal Leader-
ship Team reporting to
Dow’s General Counsel,
Amy E. Wilson. Matt’s team includes sev-
eral lawyers in the U.S. and Canada who
provide legal counsel to Dow’s operations
and regulatory teams across North Ameri-
ca. Matt joined Dow in 2005 as a litigation
attorney and since then has served in a vari-
ety of legal roles in both the US and Eu-
rope. Before joining Dow, Matt was in pri-
vate practice in Chicago. A mid-Michigan
native, Matt received his B.A. from Swarth-
more College and his J.D. from The Univer-
sity of Michigan Law School. Matt lives in
Midland with his two teenage sons, Thomas
and Adam. When asked why he gives his
time and financial gifts to the Center Matt
replied “I’ve been very impressed by the
extraordinary commitment of the WMFC
staff in support of the local community’s
needs. WMFC demonstrates incredible agil-
ity to shift as needs change. This was partic-
ularly evident over the course of the pan-
demic period. I'm very proud to support this
outstanding community resource.”

Matt Metcalf
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fun. Those children could end up feeling
different and less than. The awesome rain
togs and boots supplied by KCM allow all

1 the children to experiment and learn in the

weather. We wouldn’t be able to offer dai-

| ly outdoor opportunities without an equal

playing field for all the children, which
they now have. This is just one example
of how KCM has helped us provide for
the needs of “our” children.”

After the building tour came a barbeque
dinner prepared by WMFC staff, along
with musical accompaniment by the KCM
“Music Guys.” A slate of local leaders
and the former president of Kiwanis Inter-
national, all touted KCM’s successes.

“KCM is a foundational element of our
community. Over the years this organiza-
tion has included thousands of Midland-
er’s who value service to others. Their
community generosity
has benefitted the
children of Midland
County for 100 years.
For all the children
yet to come, I wish
KCM 100 more years
of service.” concluded
Dorrien.

To learn more about Kiwanis Club of
Midland, visit midlandkiwanis.org or the
organization’s Facebook page.



