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Breaking Rules and Busting at the Seams!

Ordinarily, we have a rule of only
asking donors for support once a year,
but we’re asking again because we’re
literally “busting
at the seams.” We
need to expand
and renovate our
facility to con-
tinue to serve our
constituents.

This expansion
and renovation
project will pro-
vide  expanded

Dow COP Welcomes
Class of 2020

The Dow College Opportunity Pro-
gram would like to officially welcome
the Class of 2020! After a four month
application process students from Bul-
lock Creek, Shepherd, and Cole-
man high schools were selected
based on their qualifications to
become permanent members of
the mentoring program. Program
requirements are based in part on
student’s grades and attendance at
Dow COP events for the first half of
their freshman year. Selected students
will be members of the program until
they graduate from college or other
post-secondary training! Edwin and
Austin join us from Coleman High
School, Savannah and Sophie attend
Bullock Creek, and Melissa joins us
from Shepherd. “It is always exciting
to go through this process, mostly
because it means we are adding more

...continued on page 2

Greg Dorrien
Executive Director

...by Greg Dorrien

childcare, preschool and after-school
options for our community. It will
help provide our struggling families
with better clothing and food options.
And it will deliver new security
equipment to keep our community
and staff safer. Overall, the project
meets immediate needs while setting
us up well for future growth.

The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow,
Rollin M. Gerstacker and The
Charles J. Strosacker Foundations
in Midland are great supporters and
...continued on page 2
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h preschoolers see all the ongoing activity

as an exciting giant sized sandbox complete
with a big yellow cement truck!

Charles Infante

....by Ralph Wirtz
When Charles Infante joined The
Dow Chemical Company in 1958,
he left his job as a principal in the
Midland Public Schools, but he
didn’t leave his calling for education
behind. It followed him wherever
his job with Dow took him, and his
lifelong learning, continues today.

Spotlight on

...continued on page 7



Dow COP Welcomes
Class of 2020

...continued from page 1

amazing students into an incredible
group of young people looking to
change their lives through educa-
tion,” said Mike Sobolewski, Dow
COP Program Director. “It is
sometimes tough to make the final
selection, discussing each student
and what they might bring to the
group at large. However, we are
all confident this group will be a
wonderful addition to the current
students in Dow COP.”

The Class of 2020 will be the
27th class of students to graduate.
COP’s first graduating class was
the class of 1993, which was a part
of Education Assistance Limited.
Congratulations to the incoming
class, we are all looking forward
to working with you and sharing in
your journey!
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Incoming Dow COP Class of 2020 COP
Edwin, Austin, Melissa, Sophie, and Savannah

Dow COP Student Uses CPR Skills In
Family Emergency..by sasha

Sasha, an 1lth grade student at
Bullock Creek High School recently
used the CPR skills that she learned
in the Dow College Opportunity
Program, (COP) in the real life
emergency of a family member. Here
is her story in her own words:

I can’t recall the exact time that
the call for help reached my room
that Friday morning. I heard the
panic filled scream of a family
friend, Amanda, followed by the
chaos of finding my grandfather
unresponsive. I ran into the room
and pushed my way to the scene.
Many people crowded around...one
announced that she was trained in
CPR and started to step up to help. I
was also certified in CPR and the use
of an AED, so shaking, I moved in
to help assist her. Once she touched
my grandpa she screamed and began
to cry exclaiming, “I can’t, I can’t!
He’s dead, he’s not breathing, I
can’t!” All of a sudden it hit me that
I had to step up. There was no time
to think it through, simply to act.

I barked out orders to my father to
get my grandfather on his back on
the ground and then scanned my
grandfather’s body while sitting on
my knees. As I moved his arm to the

side to begin compressions, blood
smeared on my hand and made my
insides squirm, but there was no time
to mind that as I quickly got to work.
Adrenaline punched through me.
This wasn’t like doing CPR on a
training mannequin, this was real.
I felt the popping and cracking that
signified the sufficient depth of my
q& >
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Sasha enjoying time off during a recent Dow
COP trip to volunteer at Mackinaw Island.

compressions. The cracking resonat-
ed through me...it was something
that I knew would likely haunt
me for a long time to come. I kept
up the compressions but when it
came time to breath for him, in all
honestly, I didn’t think that I could
do it. I looked at Amanda as I did
my final few compressions of the
first set. She came near his head and
I instructed her how to tilt his head
back, pinch his nose and breathe for
him. Amanda became a real hero.
I heard my mother talking on the
phone and answering questions. As

...continued on page 7

Breaking RU’ES and BUSting at the SeamS! ...continued from page 1

have already promised $3.25 mill-
ion toward this effort. And since
participation by the public insures
that projects have public support,
we’re asking individuals in our
community to help us raise the
remaining $250,000, (with each $1
donation matched by $1.50 from The
Charles J. Strosacker Foundation).
“Busting at the Seams!” is the theme
for this supplemental fundraising
effort. Abrochure outlining the fund-
raising initiative and a donation card

are included with this issue of the
Family Focus. We hope many read-
ers will consider a first or second
donation in 2017 to help us reach
our goal.

This is my 30th year with West
Midland Family Center, and I must
say that optimism was the prevailing
sentiment for the organization long
before I arrived. Dorothy Arbury
(our eternal guardian angel) and
Charles Infante (see related story

2

on page 1) were the first to answer
the appeal from our board of direc-
tors (led by Win Zacharias and
Executive Director Phyllis Breed-
love) for an endowment fund and
a new facility, respectively. What
a pleasure it has been these last
30 years to witness the outpour-
ing of love from our many suppor-
ters, as they have helped ensure a
better future for each family walking
through our doors.



2016/17 Financial Donors (through April 30, 2017)

A

Anonymous Donations Received by 48
People In Honor/Memory of:

- In Memory of Orrin Barrett

- In Memory of Phyllis Breedlove.

- In Honor of Gene Dauer

- In Honor of Bob Dostal

- In Memory of Barb Green

- In Memory of Mick Gurrie

- In Honor of Robert and

Cheryl Johnson.

- In Memory of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Ohle
Frank and Gretchen Aerstin
Mike and Renee Allen

- In Memory of Ben Myers
Richard and Mair Alsgaard

- In Memory of Andy Paul Dorrien
Jeffery and Joell Anthony
Todd & Cindy Armbruster

- In Honor of Debra Armbruster

and Richard Fromm

Alicia Asadorian
Kayte Aspray

- In Honor of Sue Thumma
Ann Ayre
Azimuth Capital Management LLC

- In Memory of Barb Green

B
B & L's Farm
- In Memory of Myrna Servinski
Jim and Char Bakeman
Melissa Barnard and Rick White
Barstow Foundation
Dave and Marcia Barstow
- In Memory of Stephen Barstow
Andrea Beaufore
- In Honor of Paul Shauger
Jim and Ann Beck
Jim and Lori Belanger
Stuart Bender
Jeffrey and Laura Bennett
Paula Bennett
Bergstein Foundation
Irene Beshgetoor
William and Nancy Betts
Etcyl and Ruth Blair
- In Honor of Bill and Beth Schmidt
Fred and Alice Blanchard
Blessed Sacrament Parish

Bob and Mary Ann Dostal
- In Memory of Barb Green
James and Diane Borin
Bruce and Sharon Bottomley
- In Memory of Martha Bottomley
William and Sally Bowen
- In Memory of Barb Green
M. Victoria Bowes
Boy Scouts of America
Joe and Janet Bradley
Sylvia Bridge
- In Honor of Bill Bridge
Mike and Vicki Briggs
Joanne Brines
- In Memory of John Reder
J. Dee and Elaine Brooks
- In Memory of Suzanne Brooks
- In Memory of MaryJane McNutt
Nancy Brown
Jim and Sally Brozzo
Gregory and Cynthia Buchanan
- In Memory of Nicholas Orvosh
Bullock Creek Education Association
- In Honor of Bullock Creek Board
of Education
Linda Burgert
Gerald Burkett
- In Memory of Ellen Burkett
Dale and Rose Burleson
Al and Sandy Burmester
Burt Watson Chevrolet, Inc.
Rose Bush
Eleanor Butcher
Rosella and Ann Butzler
- In Memory of George J. Butzler Jr.
Colleen Bywater
- In Memory of Dale A. Bywater
- In Memory of Padraic (Pat) Bywater

C

Tom and Jan Cartmill
- In Memory of Laurel Breault
- In Memory of Bill Carmody
- In Memory of Ellen Kovacevich
- In Memory of Harold Krawczak
- In Memory of Joseph Leavy
- In Memory of Leo Markel
Central Michigan Old Car Club
Stuart and Mary Choate
Church Electric, Inc

City of Midland
Karen Clapp

- In Honor of Alfredo Cipollone
CMU Students
Ted and Peggy Coats

- In Memory of Barb Green
Robert and Carole Coffield
Kevin and Cheryl Collins
Comerica Bank
Elaine Cook

- In Memory of John Reder
Carl Coons

- In Memory of Barb Green
John Coppens
Steven and Stephanie Cramton

- In Memory of Barb Green
Mike and Nina Cronenberger
Leon and Pat Crossman
William and Dorothy Curry

D
D & D Asphalt Specialists

- In Memory of Danette Thomas
D & R Floor Covering
Marge Darger
Tom Darger
Theodore and Marilyn Datte

- In Honor of Graham and Finley Varner
Dolores Daudt
Alan David
John and Nancy Davis
Judy Dean
Denise Dehn

- In Memory of John Reder
Elma Deline
Diane DeMott and Sandy Smalley

- In Memory of Barb Green

- In Memory of John Reder
Sarah Dergazarian

- In Memory of Thomas Dergazarian
Pat Devereaux

- In Memory of Roy and

Elsie Devereaux

Dean DeWildt

- In Memory of Barb Green
Greg Dickson and Susan Hearn
The Doan Family Foundation
Ben and Kelly Dollard
Norm and Maureen Donker

- In Honor of Bob Dostal

To the best of our knowledge, this listing is accurate as of publication. However...if you find you 3
have been erroneously added to our list of 48 anonymous donors, please contact us!



2016/17 Financial Donors (through April 30, 2017)

Greg and Robyn Dorrien
- In Memory of Barb Green
- In Memory of Donna Morris
- In Memory of John Rapanos
- In Memory of John Reder
Jack and Virginia Dorrien
- In Memory of Andy Paul Dorrien
Dr. Lori Dostal and Keith Latham
Peter and Jan Doty
The Alden and Vada Dow Family
Foundation
The Dow Chemical Company
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow
Foundation
Joseph and Patricia Downey
Jeffery Dulude, DDS, PLC
June Dunlop

E
Nancy Eardly

- In Memory of Barb Green
Early Childhood Investment Corporation
Mike and Betty Ann Eash
Steve and Karen Ellebracht
Dawn Ellingson

- In Memory of Barb Green
Gene and Sandy Engle

- In Memory of Barb Green
Marilyn Enzie
Robert and Dorothy Everett
Walt and Lilly Ewing

F
Fabiano Brothers, Inc.
John and Elaine Fabinski
Dick and Chris Ferrando
First United Methodist Church
Liz Fisher
Larry and Dianne Fleming
Rick and Cassie Foley
Dorothy Follette
Bill and Kathleen Fothergill
Gary Francis and Kathy
Breedlove-Francis
- In Memory of Phyllis Breedlove
Randy Frank and Dr. Margueritte Kuhn
- In Memory of Barb Green
Timothy and Martha Frank
Brian and Lynette Frankovich

G
Dr. Kay Gable, DDS

- In Memory of Diann Boor
Melvin and Elaine Garrett
Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation
Linda Gifford
Ronald and Garlene Glanz
Cal and Marilyn Goeders
Mark and Alison Goethe
Gordonville United Methodist Church
John and Mary Gorte
Lee and Billee Goulet
Bob and Rosalyn Green

- In Memory of Barb Green
Jason Green
Greendale Township
Hewitt and Barbara Gurnee

H

Leonard Hagley
Lawrence and Kay Hale
- In Honor of Robert and Laura
Lofiego and Family
Don and Yvonne Hall
Roger and Joyce Halstead
- In Honor of all WMFC staff
and volunteers
Donal Hammond
James and Shirlee Hampton
Al and Mary Ann Hanus
Herb and Kerry Hardy
Virginia Harlow
Gilbert and Miriam Harter
Tamara Hayhoe
Bill Heeschen and Ms. Judy Gunderson
Bart and Lynn Heil
Paul and Clarissa Heil
E.J. Herst and Jill Derry
Kirk and Jan Hewlett
- In Memory of Barb Green
Robert and Nancy Hieb
Jack and Nancy Higgins
Glenn Hignite
Kevin and Margie Hintz
- In Memory of Barb Green
Joan Holderied
Homer Township
Homer United Methodist Church
Earl and Alma Hoon
- In Memory of Connie Sleeper
Hopfensperger Hair Design

Dot Hornsby
Susan Hoshaw
Richard and Patricia Humburg
Jim and Glorian Hummel
- In Honor of Larry and Pat Reeves
Arnold and Betty Huntress
Dennis Hurley
Mike and Nancy Hurtubise
Fritz and Beth Hyde

I

Karl and Julie Teuter
- In Memory of Barb Green

J

Carol Jackson
Doug and Lorraine Jackson
Greg and Nancy Janoch
Johnson Investments
Delbert and Kay Joslin

- In Memory of John Reder

K
Philip and Sharon Kalina
Karl Kamena

Kevin and Mary Kane
Roger and Liz Kapla
Bob and Mary Kasprzyk
David and Jean Kellom
Cindy Kemler
Kevin and Jenny Kendrick
Dave and Patti Kepler
Jim and Linda Kevra
Charles and Della Keyworth
- In Honor of Delaney and Gretta Toner
Rod and Ruth Kitzmiller
Kiwassee Kiwanis
Kiwassee Kiwanis Foundation
Midland Kiwanis Foundation
Al and Marge Klashak
George and Jan Klein
- In Honor of Alice Wiltse
Keith and Sally Kobel
- In Memory of David K. Kobel
Jeff and Linda Kosch
Jim and Peggy Kowalski
Torsten and Andrea Kraef
Brian and Jean Krause
Randy Kursinsky

4 To the best of our knowledge, this listing is accurate as of publication. However...if you find you
have been erroneously added to our list of 48 anonymous donors, please contact us!



2016/17 Financial Donors (through April 30, 2017)

L

Jim and Sue LaBean

Norm Lake

Mark and Renee Larsen

Lee Township

F.R. (Pete) and Gloria Lehman

Jack Lehman

Joseph and Karen Lehman

Lance and Elizabeth Lewis

Clarence and Joyce Licht

Chris and Jackie Light

Lowell and Catherine Lindy

Rebecca Litherland

Dirk and Susan Love

- In Memory of Barb Green

Carl Lovell and Dr. Sheree Clark

The Ludington Family Foundation

The Laura Ludington Hollenbeck
Foundation

Walter and Marcia Lueth

Elizabeth Lumbert

Ronald and Kay Lynn Lund

Ted and Kay Lunt

Jeff and Belinda Lyons

M
Robert and Candace Markey
William Marklewitz
Pat Marsh
Wallace and Lindsay Mayton

- In Memory of Richard Bowen

- In Honor of Mary Currie

- In Memory of Barb Green
Robert and Melissa McAfee
Dave and Lynnea McCargar

- In Memory of Barb Green
Richard McCreadie
Charles and Phyllis McDonald

- In Memory of Mark Raymond

McDonald

John and Rosanne McGown
Martin and Janet McGuire
Rose Marie McQuaid
Jeffrey and Susan Meath

- In Memory of Jeff Bartlett

- In Memory of Tom Dostal
Donald and Jackie Medema
Merritt Meeks

- In Memory of Joyce Meeks
Bernie Meister

To the best of our knowledge, this listing is accurate as of publication.

Memorial Presbyterian Church
Presbyterian Women
John and Donna Meyer
- In Memory of John and Mary Manor
David and Alison Midkiff
Midland Area Community Foundation
Midland County ESA
Cliff Miles
Bo and Carol Miller
- In Memory of Betty VanderKelen
Elizabeth Miller
- In Honor of Jan Hewlett
Jason and Stephanie Milligan
Thomas and Elsie Misner
- In Memory of Barb Green
George Momany and Dottie
Wiederhold-Momany
Robert Monica
Robert and Laura Moolenaar
The Morey Foundation
James and Alice Morgan
Rob and Sharon Mortensen
Sally Moss

N

Mary Neely
- In Honor of Anne Pankratz
Norma Nehil Camp
Janet Neumann
- In Memory of Barb Green
New Millenium 2002
- In Honor of Angelo Santa Maria Jr.
Nancy Nickerson and Mr. David Guenther
Larry and Selena Noble
Karl and Diane Nold
- In Honor of Greg Rogers
Chuck and Peggy Norisez
Brandy Nothstine
Bob and Cherie Nowak
- In Memory of Jim Burlingame
Therese Nowak

(0]
Bruce and Roberta Oliver
Fred and Alice Oonk
- In Honor of Heather Oonk and
Matthew and Angela Oonk
Franca Oreffice
Max and Jessie Oswald
Alan and Jean Ott
Michael and Christine Owen

P

P.E.O. Sisterhood Chapter CB

William and Judith Page

Betty Pankey

Dave and Anne Pankratz

Paul Pankratz

Greg and Sharlene Parish

Dan and Marge Parker

David and Christine Parrillo

Jude and Deanna Patnaude

Barbara Pauli

Norman Payne

Ken and Regina Pederson

Dave Pellegrom

Tom and Margaret Peters

Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts
Program

Maureen Pillepich

David Pioch

Jim and Nancy Pollack

Frank and Jean Popoff

John and Diane Popp

Marc and Mary Jane Purtell

Mildred Putnam

R
Richard and Helen Rabbage

- In Memory of Ronald Rabbage
Ken Randall
David and Patty Rapanos
Michael Rapanos
Richard and Susan Rausch
Bruce and Carey Rayce

- In Memory of Win Zacharias
Chuck and Debbie Reardon
John Reder
Bill and Marcia Reder

- In Memory of John Reder
Larry Reeves

- In Memory of Pat Reeves
Gregg and Mary Reitz
Dick and Bonnie Rhinehart
David and Donna Richards
David Rick
Frank Riggle and Ellen

Flegenheimer-Riggle
Jerry and Cathy Ring
Ron and Darla Rippee
Tad and Sally Jean Roberson
The Edward and Elyse Rogers
Family Foundation

However...if you find you

have been erroneously added to our list of 48 anonymous donors, please contact us!



2016/17 Financial Donors (through April 30, 2017)

Joan Rogers

- In Memory of Joseph E Rogers
Midland Rotary Foundation
Helen Roth

- In Memory of Roy Frasher
Walter and Joanne Rupprecht

S
John and Lou Ella Saam
Charles E. and Sallie Sanislow, M.D.
- In Memory of John Reder
- In Memory of Donna Morris
Karen Schaar
- In Memory of Jerry Schaar
Julie Schmidt
William and Beth Schmidt
- In Memory of Barb Green
Ann Schmitz and James Woehrle
Bill and Cynthia Schuette
Paul and Gloria Schultz
Herbert and Barbara Jo Scogg
Jeremy and Tammy Screws
Pat Seibert
Servinski Sod Service, Inc.
Dorian Shank
Kevin Shaughnessy
James Shepich and Anita Tekchandani
Sandra Simmons
Bobby Sinclair
- In Memory of Thomas D. Sinclair
Ann Smith
- In Memory of Glen O. Smith
Bernard and Joann Smith
Bill and Pat Smith
Patricia Smith
- In Memory of Tom Smith
Snow Machines Inc
Earl and Marilyn Soules
David Sovereen and Marcelo Flores
- In Honor of Barbara P. Sovereen
Don and Jean Stagg
State Of Michigan
Scott Stephenson
Ray and Norma Stevens
- In Memory of Connie Sleeper
Doak and Amy Stolz
Michael and Cathy Strong
The Charles J. Strosacker Foundation
Sally Ann Sutton
Pete and Anne Swan
Roger and Kristine Szeszulski

T

Louise Tarn

Donald and Eileen Taylor

Graham and Beth Taylor

Nelson and Jesslyn TerBurgh
- In Memory of Alexandria TerBurgh

Paul and Kristine Theisen

Shelley Thelen

Bruce and Rose Thill

Ross and Arlene Thompson

Ronald and Donna Thomson

Ira and Sue Thumma

Tom and Amy Tolton

TOPS Organization

Bill and Lora Tower

Philip and Sharon Tower

Duane and Terry Townley

The Harry A and Margaret D.

Towsley Foundation
Michael and Jennifer Trippeer

U

United Way Clare/Gladwin County
United Way Of TIsabella County
United Way of Midland County

v
Tina VanDam
Charli VanOrden
- In Memory of Ranny Riecker
Enza and Isabel Viges
George and Judy Vogel

w
Jeff and Kay Wagner

- In Honor of Jon Athey
Joel Wagoner and Jennifer Weinstein
Evelyn Wall
Dirk and Lisa Waltz
Dan and Gwendola Wamhoff
Bob and Mary Warne
Gerald and Sally Wasserman
Cheryl Weeks-Rosten
Joe and Radha Weiler
Kevin and Bev Wenzel
Diane Willemin Stevens
Katherine Williams
Rosemary Wilson
John and Jo Ann Winchester
Bob and Mary Ann Wise

Wolverine Bank
Ron and Gaye Woodward
LaVern Wyse

- In Memory of Andrew Copus

Y

Yost Energy, Inc.
Dave Yost
Arnold and Sally Young

y4
Cynthia Zacharias and Mr. Scott
Richardson
- In Memory of Win Zacharias
John and Pat Zimmerman
Zonta Club of Midland

g !

1911

WEST MIDLAND
FANMIILY CENTER

The following people have included
WMEFC in their estate plan (will, life
insurance or living trust) or have already

fulfilled their Legacy Society donation.

Orrin and Eleanor Barrett*
Jim Burlingame*
Helen (Kennedy) Burns*
Carl Coons
Greg & Robyn Dorrien
Virginia Harlow*
Kenneth E. Livernois*
Bernie Meister
V. Bruce Miller
John Reder*
Edward & Elyse Rogers
Diane & Robert Tomczak
Win Zacharias*
Other Anonymous Donors

*Deceased

6 To the best of our knowledge, this listing is accurate as of publication. However...if you find you
have been erroneously added to our list of 48 anonymous donors, please contact us!



SPOt"ght on Char’es ’nfante ...continued from page 1

“I have grandchildren that I’'m still
learning from today,” he said. “It’s
amazing.”

Certainly, his volunteer footprint
is as big at West Midland Family
Center as it is anywhere in Midland
County, or in the state for that matter.
He was the contributions officer for
the The Dow Chemical Company
when three members of the WMFC
Board of Directors, President Win
Zacharias, Director Phyllis Breed-
love and Assistant Director Greg
Dorrien approached him in 1987 for
a $50,000 donation, and explained
to him their vision for a new, bigger
center. Infante arranged for members
of the area foundations to get together
to talk about financing the $1.8
million request.

“In about 45 minutes in the offices
there on West Main Street (Pardee
House) we divvied up $1.8 million,”
Infante said.

“They used to go around individually
and talk about these things and even-
tually you’d get to some number,”
Dorrien explained, “but what Chuck
is saying is that this was the first
time the foundations all got together
and hashed out how it should come
down. The Center was completed in
1989 and Infante was a champion
for the Center in those negotiations,”
continued Dorrien, “and he has been
a champion ever since.”

Infante’s contributions have been
fruitful for the community, including
strengthening the lives of all the
graduates of the Dow College
Opportunity Program (Dow COP),
an idea Infante borrowed from
Illinois. The program assists students
in the Bullock Creek, Coleman,
Shepherd and Meridian school dis-
tricts beginning in the ninth grade
and continuing through college grad-
uation, providing mentors, academic
support, cultural exposure, volun-
teering and travel and social develop-
ment. Chuck organized the program,
then sought funding. That principle
— first solve a problem, then seek
funding for it — has been Infante’s
mantra throughout his charitable
activities, too numerous to outline in
this space, but we will name a couple.

In 1990, Infante helped organize
the people who made the Greater
Midland North Family Center
happen in Mills Township. In
recognition of his work there, the
NFC annually recognizes a volunteer
the Charles Infante Volunteer of the
Year Award.

In 1994, he brought people together
to plan educational and recreational
field trips after finding out students
were missing out because of a lack of
transportation. In the mid-1990s, he
was appointed by Gov. John Engler
to be a member of the Michigan
Community Service Commission.

In September of 1995, Infante re-
ceived an award named for his friend,
Rev. Glenn E. Baumann. Upon
accepting the prestigious Rev. Glenn
E. Baumann Award for Community
Service, Infante said, “I'm very
humbled.”

His well-rounded life is apparent in
his home that he shares with wife
Vicki. Pictures of his children and
grandchildren adorn the shelves and
walls, and some of his awards hang in
his basement office.

During his 36-year career at Dow,
Infante worked in sales, and it appears
his problem solving skills served him
well there, too. In 1992, Infante was
inducted into the Hall of Fame for
Styrofoam Brand Products for his
instrumental role in developing and
commercializing Styrofoam brand
sheathing in residential construction.

RN ‘

Charles Infante

Dow COP Student Uses CPR Skills in Family Emergency ..conined from page 2

I continued CPR for several more
minutes, I was so exhausted and in
so much pain that I thought I might
start crying, but I didn’t have that
luxury. Amanda started crying and
mumbling to herself. I told her to
pull herself together and breathe
for my grandfather and, when I
regained enough strength to speak
with clarity, I gently encouraged her
between breaths. Thoughts flashed
through my mind...I kept thinking
about the AED we didn’t have,

and how my grandfathers chances
would have been significantly better
if we had one. Nearly half way
through, I was instructed to focus
on compressions. I told Amanda
to step back and that she had done
well. T kept up my compressions
although I desperately needed to
stop; my body felt like fire and I
was in so much pain. I remember
thinking sarcastically “and I thought
the two minutes on a manikin was
tiring!”. 1 was so focused on my
7

task that I never saw the door open
and the EMT’s rush in until a woman
took my place doing compressions.

The EMT’s did everything they could
to save my grandfather that day, but
unfortunately he died. I'm proud of
my decision to act and to do what I
knew to do. Knowing that I was able
to do something to try to help my
grandfather makes that experience a
little less painful to remember.



WEST MIDLAND FAMILY CENTER
P.O. Box 1985
Midland MI 48641-1985

A grbup of Dow COP student practice their newly

acquired CPR skills on Dow COP Director, Mike
Sobolewski. (Just kidding, this photo was completely
staged, no CPR was performed on Mr. Mike!)
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WMFC Recognizes Outstanding Volunteers

Breanna Cross, recipient
of the Steven Barstow
Youth Volunteer of the
Year Award, is a Senior
at Bullock Creek High
School. A member of Dow
COP since 2013, Breanna
truly knows the importance
of volunteering within her
community. Her attitude dur-
ing activities both at the

g

Breanna Cross

Center and in the community
at large sets her apart from
other high school students.
She always reaches out to
help others, inspires younger
students to get involved and
generally wants to make the
world a better place for all of
us. Breanna will be attending
Delta College in the fall to
participate in the dental
hygiene program.

Sherry Sian
Sherry Sian, recipient of the
Phyllis Breedlove Friend
of the Center Award,
is a long time West Midland
community member and a
neighborhood change agent.
She was one of the first
employees hired when WMFC
took upresidence in the original
building. Sherry reconnected
with WMFC at a WMFC Spa
Event after which she offered
to help in the WMFC Clothing
Room. Sherry is also a board
member of the Friends of
Whispering Pines, where
she has been instrumental
in forming a teen volunteer
group. Under Sherry’s tutelage,
teens help neighbors in need
by mowing lawns and planting
flowers in the summer and
shoveling driveways in the
winter. Sherry is an outstand-
ing role model. Her zeal for
community giving is contag-
ious and an extraordinary gift
to the youth with whom she
works.

8

Louise Fair, recipient of the
Orrin Barrett Volunteer
of the Year Award, is a
wonderful addition to the
WMEFC4’s Preschool program.
Every Wednesday, the children
look forward to seeing ‘Miss
Louise’. Over the last three
years, Louise has put in
countless hours reading to
little children. She comes
to the class equipped with
stories that she has actually
authored! The children have
learned a great deal from
Louise. They thoroughly enjoy
her stories and the time she
spends in the classroom.

Louise is an excellent example
of the importance of inter-
generational interaction. She
exemplifies a loving grand-
parent for those children with-
out a grandparent living nearby.




